REGULAR MEETING, TOWN OF REDFIELD, DECEMBER 10, 2024
The regular monthly meeting of the Redfield Town Board was held on December 10, 2024 at the
Redfield Municipal Building at 6:57pm. Roll call was taken and the following board members were
present: Mitchell Yerdon - Supervisor

Corey Yerdon - Councilman

Terry Harlander - Councilman

Carla Bauer — Councilwoman
Absent: Elaine Yerdon — Councilwoman

In addition, Russell Montieth -Highway Superintendent. Nick Smith — Assessor, Ed Montieth,
Angie Kimball — Tug Hill Commission, Andrea Yerdon, Dori Montieth, Heidi Tompkins — Tug Hill
Commission.

Pledge of the Allegiance was said.

Resolution 24-
Motion was made by Corey Yerdon and seconded by Carla Bauer that the

General Fund Bills - Abstract #12 Vouchers 336-350,353-356,359 Totaling $ 13,389.05
Be paid.
ADOPTED  Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, C. Yerdon, T. Harlander, C. Bauer

Nays 0

Resolution 24-
Motion was made by Carla Bauer and seconded by Terry Harlander that the
Highway Fund Bills - Abstract #12 Vouchers 253-255,351,352,357, 358 Totaling $§ 8,129.35
Be paid.
ADOPTED Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, C. Yerdon, T. Harlander, C. Bauer
Nays 0
Resolution 24-
Motion was made by Terry Harlander and seconded by Corey Yerdon that the Payroll Sheets and
Supervisor’s reports be accepted as presented.
ADOPTED Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, C. Yerdon, T. Harlander, C. Bauer
Nays 0

TOWN CLERK - SUSAN HOUGH

Town Clerk had 7 dog licenses, 6 DECALS and 1 Certified Copy. Received notice from NYS Ags
& Markets the Dog Kennel and Dog Control Office passed inspection.

Resolution 24-
Motion was made by Terry Harlander and seconded by Carla Bauer to authorize Supervisor
Mitchell Yerdon to pay any December 2024 invoices that are received.
ADOPTED Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, C. Yerdon, T. Harlander, C. Bauer
Nays 0

Resolution 24-
Motion was made by Corey Yerdon and seconded by Terry Harlander to authorize Supervisor
Mitchell Yerdon to balance the books for the year end.
ADOPTED  Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, C. Yerdon, T. Harlander, C. Bauer
Nays 0
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Resolution 24-
Motion was made by Carla Bauer and seconded by Terry Harlander to authorize Supervisor
Mitchell Yerdon to pay the Shelter Point — Disability and the Fidelity Bonds due January 1, 2025.
ADOPTED Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, C. Yerdon, T. Harlander, C. Bauer

Nays 0

Resolution 24-
Motion was made by Carla Bauer and seconded by Terry Harlander to approve the October 8™ and
October 21%, 2024 meeting minutes as presented.
ADOPTED Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, T. Harlander, E. Yerdon, C. Bauer
Nays 0

There was discussion regarding the Copier contract — we ill need to check the contract and need to
call to get it cleaned.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT - RUSSELL MONTIETH

Russell — tomorrow they have a WEB meeting with FEMA regarding the Old State and Otto Mills
roads damages. Cost analysis was done by Matt at the NYS DOT, he will also be in the meeting
with us — he lives in Lee Center. The State DOT has two blowers and two graters her for the rest of
the week. The snow storm Friday and Saturday — we got more than they were calling for and it was
heavy. We had two trucks stuck in the Village and on McCaw Road. On Ryan Road the 2022
Western plow frame shoe dropped — hit the bridge, destroyed the plow didn’t hurt the truck — called
Viking for a quote, feel it can be straightened, pushed frame on plow twisted/bent. Working with
Viking for replacement because it has to be special equipment, when he gets the quote he will turn it
into the Insurance Company, we have one of Oswego County’s old Oshkosh’s. Monday doing
repairs hydraulic hoses, we were asked to leave the corners for the State DOT to train with. A few
issues nothing major loader 60 plus hours no emissions code.

ASSESSOR — NICK SMITH

Nick — it’s been quiet, taking care of County mistakes, address changes and Senior Exemptions.

TUG HILL COMMISSION — ANGIE KIMBALL

Angie - REMINDER: Celebrate the beauty of New York State’s trees by participating in DEC’s
annual Arbor Day Poster Contest! Submit your photography or artwork to be considered for the
2025 New York State Arbor Day Poster. DEC prints thousands of posters for distribution to
schools, the New York State Fair, libraries, and other venues every year. Photos must be taken in
New York, and artwork must depict a NYS location, and participants are limited to one single
submission. All submissions must be received by December 31, 2024. Visit DEC’s website to read
the full guidelines of the contest and submit your artwork. REMINDER: NYS DEC recently
announced that $4.5 million is now available through the Establishing Large Forests (ELF) grant
program for private landowners to establish new forests. ELF expands on NY’s popular Regenerate
NY grant program and is designed to support the creation of new forests. Under the new grant
opportunity, private landowners with five or more acres of unforested land in New York State may
apply for a minimum of $30,000 up to a maximum of $750,000 to reimburse costs for establishing
new forests. Eligible projects include but are not limited to preparing sites and planting trees and
associated forest vegetation, removing competing or invasive vegetation interfering with seedling
establishment and growth, and protecting new plantings from deer browse with fencing. Applicants
must work with a forester or a qualified natural resource professional to develop their projects and
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must agree to maintain the new forest for at least 15 years. DEC will host a webinar on Thursday,
November 14, from 9 to 11 a.m., to provide information and answer questions about this new
funding opportunity. Applications will be accepted until 3 p.m. on Tuesday, January 7, 2025.
Applications must be submitted through the SFS Grants Management System (SES). For more
details about the grant opportunity, including application and scoring criteria, visit DEC’s website
or email largeforests@dec.ny.gov. REMINDER: The Association of Towns Annual Meeting and
Training School has been scheduled for February 16-19th, 2025 at the New York Marriott Marquis
in New York City. The conference cost until January 24th for member municipalities is $150 and
for non-member municipalities is $175. Hotel reservations must be made separately through
https://book.passkey.com/event/50888576/owner/1322/home and the group rates for hotel rooms
are available through January 24th as well. There are add-on experiences available this year in
addition to the traditional training classes, but they are an additional cost. Registration can be done
online or by printing and sending in a paper registration form. For more information visit the
Association of Towns website conference page. The NYS Department of State, Division of Local
Government Services announced the 2024-25 round of Local Government Efficiency Grants. The
Local Government Efficiency (LGE) Grant program is provided to municipalities as a funding
opportunity to expand or develop new local service delivery initiatives that will reduce the cost of
current or future municipal operations and incorporate enhanced technologies and processes to
modernize the delivery of local services. There are three areas to be funded this year — Regional
(developed in association with regional planning boards with four or more co-applicant counties);
Local (local projects without a regional planning board or county as lead agency) and Qualification
grants (which help regional planning boards or counties evaluate and develop a project for a future
grant). Questions regarding the grant can be submitted through December 18th. Applications must
be made through the Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) portal and are due by January 24,
2025. For more information visit https://dos.ny.gov/2024-2025-local-government-efficiency-
grant-program. NYS DEC has announced proposed changes to the regulations for Real Property
Tax Law Section 480a, also known as the Forest Tax Law. The comprehensive overhaul of the 50-
year-old regulations aims to lessen the administrative burdens on participating forest landowners
while maintaining and improving sustainable timber management on enrolled lands. DEC is holding
two virtual public comment hearings on the proposed changes on Jan. 21, 2025, at 2 and 6 p.m. and
you can find the links to register for the public comment sessions on the DEC’s 480a webpage.
They are also accepting public comments through Jan. 27, 2025 and you can submit comments by
writing to: NYSDEC Private Lands and Forest Utilization Section, Bureau of Forest Resource
Management 625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-7254 or by email to bslmregs@dec.ny.gov. The
current revisions are made only to the DEC’s regulations for the program and have no impact on the
bill language, so no change is made to the program’s percentage of tax exemption, number of acres
to enroll or municipal reimbursement for the program’s impacts. NYCOM has some webinars
scheduled for training for planning and zoning board members in December. The first is on “Ethics
for ZBA and Planning Board Proceedings” on Tuesday December 10th and the second is titled
“Parking: How it Impacts Community Development and How to Do It Right” is on Tuesday
December 17th. Both classes run from 11 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. and are good for one hour of
training toward your members’ four-hour annual training requirement (so long as approved by the
town or village board). Cost for the webinars is $25 for member municipalities and $75 for non-
members. For more information on the sessions and the link to register visit NYCOM’s webpage at
www.nycom.org/115-news/1810-nycom-webinars. NY State Archives has a webinar entitled
“Keeping Up With COVID-19-Maintaining Your Pandemic Records” scheduled for Thursday
December 12th from 10 to 11 a.m. The COVID-19 public health emergency has resulted in an
unprecedented level of documentation - both of the pandemic’s impact on communities and
governments' response to the pandemic. Local governments and state agencies seeking guidance on
managing and preserving these records are encouraged to join the webinar to receive some insight
on managing records in a remote environment, applying appropriate retention schedule items, and
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identifying records of enduring historical value. For more information and to register visit the
Archives website. New York Planning Federation members can reach out to access some “bundled”
training sessions to help complete their four hours of training required of planning and zoning board
members annually. The bundles include five different selections: Introductory, Advanced, Housing,
Meetings and Communication and Environment with four one-hour sessions in each bundle. Email
nypf@nypf.org with your name, email address and municipality and the bundle you want to watch
by December 30th and after you complete the sessions, you will receive a certificate of completion
for your governing board’s records. The bundles are available to NY Planning Federation members
only. The NYS Homes and Community Renewal (HCR) has announced a third round of funding for
the New York Plus One ADU program. Up to $25 million will be available for the administration of
this program. Local units of government (e.g. a county or a municipality) and local nonprofit
housing organizations in partnership with each other are welcome to apply. The “Plus One ADU” is
an initiative designed to support local governments and community development partners with the
development of accessory dwelling units (ADUs) throughout the state, where municipalities allow
for ADU development. This program may assist eligible entities in constructing new ADUs or
converting existing ADUs to meet legal codes. Award requests should not exceed $2 million, or
applications with a request of over $125,000 per unit. The deadline for funding applications is
Wednesday, January 15, 2025, by 3:00 p.m. An informational webinar on this program will be
held Tuesday, December 10, 2024, at 11:00 a.m. Register for this webinar at the following link
here. More information on the PLUS One ADU program, including the full Round 3 NOFA, can be
found on the HCR website. SAVE THE DATES: - The Tug Hill Commission meeting for
December will be held on Monday December 9th at the Town of Watertown (22867 County Route
67, Watertown). The meeting starts at 10 a.m. and is open to the public and anyone is welcome to
attend. The Commission’s 34th annual Local Government Conference has been scheduled for
March 31st and April 1st in 2025 and will be held at the Turning Stone Resort and Casino again.
The afternoon session on Monday March 31st is a selection of one of two tracts — “Budgeting and
Accounting for Small Communities Mini Course” or “Tackling Vacancy, Blight and Housing in
Small Towns and Rural Communities”. These sessions run from 1 to 5 p.m. with a registration cost
of $25 ($50 late registration after March 1st). That evening, the conference reception will be held,
with heavy appetizers provided with registration of $20 ($40 late registration after 3/1) and a cash
bar available. Finally, the traditional day-long conference sessions will be held on Tuesday April 1st
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. As in years past, there will be 4 sessions throughout the day in one of
seven topic tracks and breakfast and lunch are included with the registration fee. The cost to register
for the day-long conference is $90 ($180 late registration after 3/1). Invitations with session
descriptions will be out in the mail before the end of the year and this information, and much more
will be available on the Tug Hill conference webpage at
www.tughill.org/localgovernmentconference soon. Stay tuned for more information including
registration links and/or forms. Angie and Katie will be attending the NYC meeting and training.
Department of State will have Flood Plan training on December 16", Angie handed out cards on
Executive Session/First Meeting/Public Hearings.

Resolution 24-

Motion was made by Carla Bauer and seconded by Terry Harlander TO JOINTLY ADMINISTER
A ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

WHEREAS, The Town of Town of Redfield has adopted a zoning law pursuant to the
provisions of Article 16 of the Town Law and Sections 2 and 3 of Municipal Home Rule Law of
the State of New York, and

WHEREAS, Section 267 of Article 16 of the Town Law requires that each town adopting a zoning
law shall also appoint a zoning board of appeals to hear and decide on appeals of such law, and
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WHEREAS, The town is authorized pursuant to Article 5-G of the General Municipal Law and
Section 284 of the Town Law to enter into agreements to undertake land use regulations in
cooperation with other municipalities, be it

RESOLVED, That the Town of Redfield shall enter into the attached agreement

to jointly administer a zoning board of appeals constituting the towns of Boylston, Florence,
Osceola and Redfield, and be it further

RESOLVED, That the town supervisor is hereby authorized to execute said agreement, and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution and a signed copy of this agreement shall be
transmitted to the town clerk of each of the three other signatories of this agreement.

Adopted at a meeting of the Town of Redfield = Town Board on _ December 10, 2024.

_Susan Hough Town Clerk
ADOPTED  Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, T. Harlander, E. Yerdon, C. Bauer
Nays 0

SUPERVISOR — MITCHELL YERDON

Supervisor Mitch Yerdon — has talked to Janice Curren regarding the ZBA position — she is
interested and he thinks she will do a good job.

Resolution 24-
Motion was made by Carla Bauer and seconded by Terry Harlander to approve the appointment of
Janice Curren to the Joint Zoning Board of Appeals.
ADOPTED Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, T. Harlander, E. Yerdon, C. Bauer
Nays 0

The Casio Road turnaround - the person that owns the property has a problem with the Town using
the turnaround. Mitch contracted Attorney Bob Genant — he sent a letter to the property owner, if
he contacts us, we will refer him to Bob Genant. This was part of a Christmas subdivision or four
(4) parcels, the turnaround is on the official map that was filed with Oswego County, it’s been used
for over 80 years. The playground — put down the additional matting, just have to get it moved,
missing one part of the swing set — the glider. CW C. Bauer — what’s the time frame, can it stay out
in the weather. Supervisor Mitchell Yerdon — it’s a plastic and can be left out in the weather.
Wages and Benefits for the Highway Workers — there are four (4) different Excellus Health plans,
other towns have some of these plans. CW C. Bauer — are the prices per month? Supervisor
Mitchell Yerdon — yes monthly, once the wages and benefits are set, we’ll vote at the end of the
year, everyone please look at the Excellus. Supervisor Mitchell Yerdon — the Hero Banners — he
just got back from Florida but should have a couple samples for us soon. CM T. Harlander —it’s a
good program but then you have to pay for it. TC S. Hough — the Town of Sandy Creek has a
program where you can get a grant/help paying. Supervisor Mitchell Yerdon — the contract changes
for the Highway workers’ pay — mainly 2024/2025 — they are asking for a stipend if they don’t take
the insurance — that’s not easy. Angie Kimball — THC — explained the process and rules. There was
discussion. CM C. Yerdon — making $ 21.84 — bump them up to where some of these other towns
are at — a 12% increase would be $ 24.26, which is a pretty good raise. Highway Supt — Russell
Montieth — the State just did 11% pay grade base is § 52,000 yr about $ 25.00/hr. There was
discussion. Andrea Yerdon asked why 12% - is that a specific number? CM C. Yerdon — 12% is a
substantial raise. Supervisor Mitchell Yerdon — Boylston is in contract negotiations and
Williamstown contract for next year is $ 25.00, retention wise and hiring at $ 25. CM T. Harlander
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—it’s harder for his to judge because he’s been out of work for 15 years — he thinks they should get
paid comparable to the other towns nearby. Supervisor Mitchell Yerdon — Seasonal MEO/CDL get
$ 17.25 right now and non-CDL get $ 16.25. Minimum Wages will be $ 15.50 January 1%, A 15%
increase would be $ 25.00/hr. and a 12% would be $ 24.50/hr. There was discussion. Supervisor
Mitchell Yerdon — the handbook union wording came out and everything else is the same.

Resolution 24-
Motion was made by Carla Bauer and seconded by Mitchell Yerdon to approve the following
wages: Fulltime MEO $ 24.50/hour, MEO w/CDL seasonal $ 18.75/hour, Laborer/non-CDL
$ 17.75/hour.
ADOPTED Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, T. Harlander, E. Yerdon, C. Bauer

Nays 0

Highway Superintendent — Russell Montieth — the garage heaters- they are coming on December
18, they are borrowing a lift from Brian Britton, one (1) is not working at all, one (1) is hit or miss-
if it starts and lights before the rest I will run.

Resolution 24-
Motion was made by Carla Bauer and seconded by Corey Yerdon to authorize Town Clerk Susan
Hough to advertise a special meeting on Tuesday, December 17" at 6:00pm to discuss the Highway
Employee benefits and wages, and any other business that may come before the board.
ADOPTED Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, T. Harlander, E. Yerdon, C. Bauer

Nays 0

CM C. Yerdon -the fire service across the nation looking at changes— currently all fire services are
under PESH — if new policies pass/are put into place — Volunteer Fire Departments will not be as it
is — everything would go up fifty percent (50%) — the cost to the towns would go up fifty (50) times,
$ 50,000 right now. Several have put on comments — Slot — testimony — to discuss — we jumped in
every level, been players, both Corey and 1* Chief testified — it’s going to effect you financially and
your service, we’re trying to stop it. The comment period is closed, Judge over sees it — OSHA —
askes whatever they would like recruit & retainment close second week of January. Hoping for the
best — wish more activity doing everything they can, November 21 testimony on YouTube.

Town road maintenance — had some issues/misconception — town roads — we need to stop the
practice of going past town roads over and over again to do the County Roads. Highway
Superintendent Russell Montieth — we try to do the town roads as much as we can, we have a
contract with the county, we’ve always done it this way, it was a bad storm. CM C. Yerdon — the
County is a subcontractor, Redfield tax payers / Redfield town roads — it was a day and a half before
his road was plowed. CW C. Bauer — it was 11 am the next day, not fair as a taxpayer, God forbid
an emergency. lots of mail boxes were hit, Dericks, Jim Cheney’s. Angie Kimball THC —
mailboxes are in the road right-of-way. Kyle Trumble got hit, he didn’t move it up to regulation
after the road work. CM C. Yerdon — understands the damage, it just can’t continue, we had some
serious issues, we are making a huge investment into machines & gas, we have an obligation.

Angie Kimball — THC — not only an issue to get to someone- but firemen getting to the station too.
There was discussion.

NOCA REPRESENTATIVE — TERRY HARLANDER

Terry attended the NOCA meeting, they are doing very well — no cash flow problems. Getting a
new unit in January, NOCA #1 has 188,000 miles and NOCA#4 has 173,000 miles. Self-loading
gurneys, it’s a liability having people trying to lift heavy gurney. F150 2000 — looking for
something in the future, something they can tow vehicle, they have a new email system.
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CM C. Yerdon — Fantastic — backing up — extraordinary. Terry- 200 calls per month at 92%
answering calls. Camden Ambulance did an excellent job the other day. CM C. Yerdon — NOCA
has been responding as mutual aid. Terry — it takes 4-5 hours to go back into service from the ER.

Resolution 24-
Motion was made by Carla Bauer and seconded by Terry Harlander to go into executive session at
8:22pm to discuss a law suit.
ADOPTED  Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, T. Harlander, E. Yerdon, C. Bauer
Nays 0

Resolution 24-
Motion was made by Carla Bauer and seconded by Terry Harlander to go out of executive session at
8:40pm and go back into the regular meeting.

ADOPTED Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, T. Harlander, E. Yerdon, C. Bauer

Nays 0
A motion was made by Mitchell Yerdon and seconded by Corey Yerdon to adjourn at 8:53 p.m.
ADOPTED Ayes 4 M. Yerdon, C. Yerdon, T. Harlander, C. Bauer

Nays 0

The next Town of Redfield Town Board Budget meeting will be held Tuesday, December 17, 2024
at 6:00pm. 12/10/2024 pg. 7 of 7
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Town Clerk Susan Hough



